Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.166; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
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Comment
The pyrazole unit is one of the core structures in a number of natural products. Many pyrazole derivatives are known to exhibit a wide range of biological properties such as antitumor (Wei et al., 2006) . As a part of our continuing project on the study of synthesis and bioactivity evaluation of pyrazole derivatives (Xia et al., 2007b; Zhao et al., 2008; Zhang et al., 2008) , we report here the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the pyrazole ring makes dihedral angles of 18.80 (12) and 77.13 (5)° with the phenyl and tert-butylbenzyl rings, respectively. The oxalate group is inclined at 8.51 (14)° with respect to the pyrazole ring. The crystal structure displays a strong intermolecular interaction which leads to the formation of hydrogen bonded dimeric units (Table   1 ) about inversion centers which is typical of organic carboxylic acids (Ding et al., 2007) . The crystal structures of a few related compounds have been reported from our laboratory, e.g. (Ding et al., 2007; Xia et al., 2007a; Tang et al., 2007) Experimental A mixture of ethyl 1-(4-tert-Butylbenzyl)-3-phenyl-1H-pyrazole-5-carboxylate (0.01 mol) and potassium hydroxide (0.02 mol) in ethanol (40 ml) was heated to reflux for 3 h. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the residue was dissolved in water and acidified with hydrochloric acid (10%). The precipitate was filtered and dried to give a white solid (yield 92%). Crystals of (I) suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution of the solid in acetone at room temperature for 3 d.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions,with O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and included in the final cycles of refinement using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aryl and methylene H atoms or 1.5U eq (C/O) for methyl and hydroxyl H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. 
